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2018 Multi -Chapter Meeting at Graves Mountain Lodge  
 

On Saturday, May 5, 2018 , 15 of our members and their spouses traveled  to Syria, 

Virginia for the 2018 VASSAR Multi -Chapter Meeting, held annually at Graves Mountain 

Lodge. As in past years, our chapter was well represented. Since the Colonel William 

Grayson Chapter was this year's host chapter, our own President Mike Taimi was the 

master of ceremonies,  

For new Colonel  William Grayson Chapter members  and  those  who  have never 

attended  the Multi -Chapter meeting , seven chapters  participate . They are Col. Fielding 

Lewis (East Piedmont Area), Col. James Wood II (Northwest Virginia Area), Culpeper 

Minutemen (Central Piedmont Area), Col. William Grayson (Prince William County & 

Western Fairfax County Area), Fort Harrison (Harrisonburg Area), Gen. Daniel Morgan 

(Staunton Area) and Thomas Jefferson (Charlottesville Area).    

The first event of the day was the gathering of an urn of Virginia soil that was carried 

by VASSAR President Pat K elly to South Carolina where on May 26 he spread the Virginia 

soil on the mass grave of Virginians who died there in the Battle of Waxhaws.  

VASSAR President Pat Kelly was also the guest speaker. He spoke on the 

Revolutionary War on the western frontier of Virginia, with emphasis on the involvement of 

the Indian tribes in that area. For those who were not present and missed his presentation, 

he will be our guest speaker at our October 13 meeting speaking on the same subject. All 

are encouraged to come.  
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          President Mike Taimi .                     Chapter Compatriots and Spouses . 

 

 

 

Presidentõs/Vice Presidentõs Report 

 
This newsletterõs Presidentõs/Vice Presidentõs Report was prepared for us by Mike 

Weyler, CWG Secretary , and  Compatriot responsible for tracking and promoting CWG day 

to day activities, most of these activities are reported  in this and our other newsletters.    

Mike Taimi  

President Colonel William Grayson Chapter  

 

We have had a very busy and productive first -half  of 2018.  We added twenty -two new 

Compatriots to our chapter during the first six months of 2018, and we continue to grow.  

In May and June, the two months since our last newsletter, our members have traveled  

around Virginia for some major VASSAR events. Starting with a large attendance by 

chapter members at the VASSAR Multi -Chapter Meeting at Graves Mountain Lodge in 

Syria, Virginia, to the commemoration of the Raid on Martinõs Station in Ewing, Virginia, 

way down in extreme Southwes t Virginia, to the National Memorial Day Parade, our 

members have represented ou r  chapter very well.  Our members have also been wreath 

presenters at a couple of wreath -laying  ceremonies closer to home; the commemoration of 

Wayneõs Crossing of the Potomac in Leesburg and the commemoration of the Virginia 

Declaration of Rights at Gunston Hall, George Masonõs home, in Lorton. As usual, our 

Color Guard Commander Paul Chase was present in uniform in whatever events he 

attended.  
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Although many of us are now headin g into summer vacations, the next few months 

will include some additional state -wide events.  The first one being the Atlantic Middle 

States Association Annual Meeting in Newport News, Virginia, August 10 -11, where 

VASSAR will host the representatives from the seven state societies that make up the 

Association.  A month later, September 14 -15 in Charlottesville, all are invited to the 

VASSAR Semi -Annual Meeting.  On October 19, we celebrate Yorktown Day in Yorktown, 

Virginia, in remembrance of the day Cornwall is surrendered to General Washington.  We 

encourage as many as possible to attend these great Virginia events.  

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events  

 
13 Oct. : CWG Chapter meeting . The next regular meeting of the  Colonel William 

Grayson  Chapter will be on  Saturday, Oct. 13 , 2018 , at Giuseppe's Ristorante Italiano, 

located at 15120 Washington Street, Haymarket, VA 20169. Opportunity to meet and 

greet  starts at 10:30 AM, with the meeting  being  called to order at  11:00 AM.  Dress code 

now includes business casual , optional.  The c ost of lunch is now $30 ñ $10 for children. 

Please notify Mike Wyler by Tuesday,  May 15, 2 018 , if you plan to attend.  

17 Nov.: CWG Chapter m eetings:  Venue as above.  

  

8 September:  Chapter to join PG Guzy for a wreath  at the tomb of the Unknowns  at 

Arlington National Cemetery  

 

11 September or date TBD:   Chapter to participate in local 9 -11 commemoration events  

 

4 November or TBD: Chapter to  participate in the annual Greater Manassas Veterans  Day  

parade . 

 

12 November -Veterans Day:  Chapter  to place  flags on the graves of know n/locatable Rev . 

War Patriot graves in P rince William  County . 

 

December , date TBD:  Chapter to  participate in the Sgt. Mac wreath -laying event on 
veteran graves at Quantico National Cemetery . Also will  participate in Wreaths Across 
America . 

 
December , date TBD:  Chapter to lay wreaths on the graves of Rev . War Patriots in P rince 

William  County . 
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Chapter Activities  
 

30 April 2018:  Cadet 1st  LT Jennifer Richardson  of Battlefield High School i s the recipient  

of three Sons of the American Revolution  (SAR) awards. She was awarded  the Col. William 

Grayson Chapter  (CWG) Certificate of Achievement for her nomination for the Sons of the 

American Revolution (SAR) Junior Reserved Officer Training Corps (JROTC) Enhanced 

Cadet Competition. Cadet Richardson won the competition and was presented the Bronze 

SAR Enhanced JROTC Cadet Medallion with Certificate and a check for $100.00.  

As the Colonel William Grayson Chapterõs nominee to the Virginia Society Sons of the 

American Revolution (VASSAR) competition, Cadet Richardson won second place and 

received a Chapter Certificate of Achievement . Also, she received  a $500  check from 

VASSAR, the SAR Bronze JROTC Outstanding Cadet Medal wi th Certificate.  

 

 

 

 
Compatriot John Callaway  presents Cadet 1st Lt .  

Jennifer Richardson  the SAR Outstanding JROTC Cadet  

bronze medal with a certificate .  
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1 MAY : Compatriot Dave Button presented the Outstanding Cadet certificate and medal to 

Senior Airman Jesse Bruce at the annual AFJROTC awards ceremony at Freedom High 

School , Woodbridge, Va. At the ceremony , the unitõs new leadership for the 2018 -2019 was 

announced and introduced. Senior Airman Bruce received a  promot ion  to Master Sergeant . 

 

           
 

 

May:  The Little Rocky Run Homeowners Association in Clifton, Virginia was awarded a 

National Society Sons of the American Revolution Flag Certificate for proper display of the 

United States Flag.  The Flag at the HOA Office is displayed 24 hours a day, seven days a 

week and it is always lighted  at night.   

Mike Taimi  ñ President  of the  Colonel William Grayson Chapter, Virginia Society of 

the SAR,  and Little Rocky Run resident  ñ present ed the certificate to Joe Stein, Vice 

President of the HOA.  

The Sons of the American Revolution perpetuate the ideals of the war for 

independence.  It is a historical, educational, and patriotic organization that seeks to 

maintain and expand the meaning of patriotism, respect for our national symbols, and the 

value of American citizenship.  The Certificate of Commendation reads: òThis Certificate of 

Commendation is presented  to the Little Rocky Run Homeowners Association in 

Recognition of Exemplary Patriotism in the display of the flag of the United States of 

America .ó   

 

Mike Taimi presents Flag Certificate  

of Commendation to  Joe Stein,  Vice 

President  of the Little Rocky Run 

Homeowners Association.  

 

Dave Button and 

MSgt. Jesse Bruce.  
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8 May : Manassas, VA . Paul Chase presented his book òThe American Revolution: A 

Compendium of Terms and Topicsó to the Bull Run Rotary Club at City Tavern this 

morning. This Speakers Bureau engagement resulted in the sale of two books and may 

result in the recruiting of a new member. Paul will next talk to the Manassas Kiwanis Club.  

 

 

                                                             
 

 

 

12 May : Dumfries, VA ; Dumfries Charter Day . The City of Dumfries and the Weems -Botts  

Museum in Dumfries sponsored Dumfries Charter Day on 12 May commemorating the 

establishment of Dumfries as the first of seven townships in Prince William County. 

Dumfries received its charter on May 11, 1749, making it the oldest continuously chartered 

town in Virginia.  

Although Dumfries produced many Patriots of the American Revolution, one of the 

most recognized is Colonel William Grayson.  Grayson established a law office in Dumfries 

before the Revolution and was instrumental in events leading to the R evolution. He 

commanded a company of militia and was selected by George Washington as Aide de Camp. 

Grayson wintered with Washington at Valley Forge, fought in several battles and was one of 

the first elected senators to the United States Congress after th e ratification of the 

Constitution.  In remembrance of Colonel Grayson , t he bandstand at Dumfries Merchant 

Park carries his name .   

Planners for the 12 May event invited the Colonel William Grayson chapter Virginia 

Society Sons of the American Revolution to  participate in the Living History venue.  The 

CWG Chapter ask ed members of Children of the American Revolution and Daughters of the 

American Revolution, many in Revolutionary War -era costumes or uniforms , to also attend .     

Children of the American Revolu tion demonstrated Colonial children games, and one 

member used toy muskets to recruit and train visitors in basic  Manual of Arms and the 

operation of a Revolutionary War musket. Paul Chase, Compatriot with CWG Chapter, was 

stationed in a second -floor  garre t (Attic)  of the Weems -Botts museum;  set up  as the office of 

the Commander of the Third Virginia Regiment, Continental Line. Other members of the 

CWG Chapter, in militia uniform, displayed the equipment carried by a typical militia 

soldier including a replica Charleville musket.  

Paul Chase presenting his book  

at the Bull Run Rotary Club.  

Photo courtesy of Theresa Coates  

Ellis, Bull Run Rotary Club.  
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     L-R:  Barry Schwoerer (CWG Chapter SAR),   Jacob Schwoerer (CWG C.A.R)   

      Elizabeth Bays (CWG Chapter C.A.R),  and         instructs a guest in the  

        Parson Weems (re -enactor Tom Costa).             Manual  of Arms.                     

 

 

12 May : Alexandria, VA . CWG Compatriot Paul Chase in Continental Army uniform 

represented the chapter by  participating in Color Guard for the grave marking of four 

patriots of the American Revolution:  John Turpin Brooks, Joseph Dean, William McKnight 

and Dennis R amsay.  The patriots  are interred  at the Presbyterian Cemetery and 

Columbarium on Wilkes Street in Alexandria.  

Planned by the George Washington Chapter VASSAR, the ceremony was attended  by 

approximately 20 members of VASSAR, VADAR, and parishioners of the O ld Presbyterian 

Meeting House.  The Virginia SAR Color Guard provided a dignified tribute to the ceremony 

by advancing and posting colors.  

 

                         

Color Guard L -R: Isaac 

Bodge, Darrin Schmidt,  

Jeff Thomas, Ken Bonner, 

and Paul Chase.  
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12 May: The Raid at Martinõs Station. On May 12, 2018 , at the Virginia Wilderness Road 

State Park,  there was a ceremony paying tribute to the pioneers and patriots who fought at  

Martinõs Station against Indian tribes in that area who were allied with the British.  

We were represented by our chapter Secretary, Mike Weyler, who presented a wreath 

on behalf of the Colonel William Grayson Chapter.  

President Pat Kelly was the keynote speaker  and led the Virginia Society participation 

in the Raid at Martin's Sta tion Ceremony.  Participating were representatives from Virginia 

and Tennessee, including ten Virginia chapters: Colonel Fielding Lewis, Colonel George 

Waller, Colonel William Grayson, Culpeper Minutemen, Fincastle Resolutions, General 

William Campbell, Mar tin's Station, New River Valley, Overmountain Men, and Thomas 

Jefferson.  Chaplain General John Wakefield  represented  NSSAR. William Cheak, Vice 

President of the Martin's Station Chapter, was the Master of Ceremonies, and Barney 

Penley, Secretary of the Ove rmountain Men Chapter, conducted the wreath presentations.  

 

 

 

 
VASSAR Participants, L-R: Bill Schwetke , Culpeper Minutemen Chapter ;  

John Hamilton , Colonel Fielding Lewis Chapter ; Dennis Fritts , Fincastle  

Resolutions Chapter ; Mike Weyler , Col . William Grayson Chapter ; and  

Chaplain General John Wakefield . 
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14 May: Woodbridge, VA. The Colonel William Grayson Chapter, Virginia Society Sons of 

the American Revolution presented the SAR Bronze Good Citizenship medal to Rippon 

Middle School Head of S ocial Studies and classroom  teacher, Thomas Warzywak.   

The award citation read: For Outstanding Achievement as Head of the Social Studies 

Department at Rippon Middle School, Woodbridge, VA where Mr. Warzywak planned, 

coordinated and directly supervised tra nsporting middle school students to Quantico National 

Cemetery in December 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017 for placement of wreaths on Veterans 

Graves as part of the Sgt Mac Foundation annual wreath for Veterans effort.  Starting with 

eight (8) honor students in 2014 , his efforts have reached a high of 60 students and an 

average of 47 per year. His efforts directly contribute to  his students better understanding the 

sacrifices Veterans make  to our country  and instilled a sense of patriotism in every student.  

Mr. Warzywak says that  it is one thing to cite the Pledge of Allegiance every school day, 

and quite another to place a wreath on the grave of a veteran who fought for our country.  

In addition , Mr. Warzywak initiated a History bee that culminates in the best 

students going to the National  competition in Georgia. For Outstanding contributions to 

Patriotism and preserving history, the chapter is proud to present the bronze good 

citizenship medal to Thomas Warzywak.  

The Sgt. Mac Foundation is a non -profit organiza tion formed to honor the memory  of 

Marine Sgt. Eric McColley, Sgt. McColley was killed along with seven fellow Marines and 

two Airmen when two Marine CH -53e helicopters collided off the coast of Djibouti, Africa on 

February 17, 2006. Eric, like so many oth er servicemen and women , gave his life doing 

what he loved, serving his country.  

Barry Schwoerer, Vice President of the Colonel William Grayson Chapter , made the 

presentation at a staff meeting with Mr. Warzywakõs peers and Principal. Mr. Warzywak is a 

member of the Chapter and a descend ant  of Elexious Muscik  and Moses Stepp, both 

Patriots of the American Revolution.  

 

 
L-R:  Rippon Middle School Principal Scott Bergquist,  

Thomas Warzywak, Barry Schwoerer.  



__________________________________ 
Col. William Grayson Chapter Sons of the American Revolution ~ Gainesville, Va.             10  

 

15 May : 2018 Clifton, V A. Col. William Grayson Chapter Recognizes Eagle Scouts . 

Tuesday evening Boy Scout Troop 577, chartered by the Little Rocky Run Home Owners 

Association and based in Clifton/Centreville, VA conducted a Troop Court of Honor.  These 

events are conducted several times a year to recogn ize the advancements and achievements 

of Scouting youth and adult Scouters.  On this specific occasion, the unit was joined  by 

three Compatriots from Colonel William Grayson (CWG) Chapter of the Virginia Society 

Sons of the American Revolution, Barry Schwoe rer, Paul Chase, and Leamon Duncan, who 

served as special Color Guard for the evening.   

Later in the evening , they honored 10 Eagle Scouts by presenting Certificates of 

Recognition and partnership patches.  Certificates and patches were prepared  for three 

additional scouts who did not attend the function. The SAR contingent also presented 

information regarding the Eagle Scout Scholarship.  

Eagle Scouts receiving patches and certificates were:  David Bunin, James Conard , 

Jameson Crouse , Prashant Desai , Lucas deVos, Neil Dolan , Alexander Harrison , Gannon 

LaCroix , Collin Nelson , and Kevin Quirici . Those n ot attending were: Jacob Bowman , Matt 

Candy, and Jacob Kintzing .  

Troop Scoutmaster Aaron Bills and his son Alex became CWG members in 2016.   

Exposure and preparation for this event also inspired several families to review their patriot 

history and the chapter is pleased to welcome Jameson Crouse as a new member 

applicant.   

For additional information on SAR, including the application process, visit the 

Colon el William Grayson website at  <http://colonelwilliamgrayson.virginia -sar.org > 

 

 

 

 

         
         David Bunin .                        James C onard . 
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Jameson Crouse .                  Prashant Desai .                     Lucas deVos . 

 

           
                       Neil Dolan .                        Alex Harrison .                   Gannon LeCroix . 

 

      
          Collin Nelson .                   Kevin Quirici . 


