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President’s Message
Congratulations! An expert rider on a fast
mount sent by the colonel brings his first
dispatch!
In November 2006, then VASSAR President
Jim Bayne asked me to take a lead in forming a
new chapter in the Gainesville/Manassas/
Centerville area. In just six short months we
have gone from concept, through three
organizational meetings, drafting of a
constitution and bylaws, and installing officers.

Number 1

As a fully functioning chapter, the Colonel
William Grayson Chapter has now matured to
the point where we can publish a newsletter.
You may wish to retain this premier issue for
reference. Its contents include a brief biography
of our namesake, a report on the status of his
grave, a copy of our constitution and bylaws and
names of our officers and charter members.
Compatriot Jim Logan deserves our thanks and
support for taking on this important endeavor.
We each need to remember that Jim can’t do it
all by himself. The Grayson’s Dispatch will
only succeed if we all contribute. Please
consider submitting something for inclusion in
future editions. ANYTHING related to the
Revolutionary War period or genealogical
research is a satisfactory topic. An article about
your Revolutionary War ancestor or your
ancestral family would be informative,
interesting and very suitable for our newsletter.
Although nearly all of us came from other
chapters it is imperative that we form a cohesive
unit, each man contributing in his own way,
implementing the programs of the Society of the
Sons of the American Revolution. Service to the
community is a primary purpose of the SAR.
We have begun by implementing the essay,
oration and JROTC programs in a few of the
local high schools. I am also doing the
preliminary work required for grave markings.

VASSAR President Joe Dooley presents
Charter to Chapter President Thad
Hartman
Volume 1, Number 1

Compatriots, I believe in America. Like yours,
many of my ancestors helped to build this great
nation; they contributed economically; they
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settled new country; and they fought for
America. Let’s make the Colonel William
Grayson Chapter a recognized service
organization in our area. Our chapter will
accomplish noteworthy things with just a little
effort from each of us.

Pennsylvania in 1760 and acquired a law degree
in London shortly thereafter. Upon his return to
Prince William County, he built a thriving
practice.
His clients included the most
prominent families in the area including that of
George Washington.

Historical Patriotic Educational
e pluribus unum

As the possibility of war with Britain loomed on
the horizon, William quickly aligned with the
patriot cause, serving on the Prince William
County Committee of Safety, and as captain of a
local militia company. Shortly after General
Washington assumed command of the
Continental Army, William resigned his
position in the Virginia militia to become his
military secretary.
On 24 August 1776,
Washington appointed him one of his aides de
camp, a position in which he served with
distinction during Washington’s retreat from
Long Island and the ensuing Battle of White
Plains.

Thadeus L. Hartman
Charter President

JUST WHO WAS WILLIAM
GRAYSON
During our Chartering meeting, several
members enquired as to the significance of the
name we selected for our new Chapter.
Although the excellent biography VASSAR
President Joe Dooley provided should have
more than fully responded to such questions, for
the benefit of those members who were not
present or wish some further elaboration, I will
briefly recapitulate.
Colonel William Grayson rivals Brigadier
General “Light Horse” Harry Lee as Prince
William County’s most notable Revolutionary
War Patriot. Born in 1736, William Grayson
was the son of a prosperous Scottish merchant
who had settled near Quantico Creek in
Dumfries, Virginia, and had social and
professional ties to other regional families of
wealth and influence including that of George
Washington. When William’s father died in
1752, William inherited an estate that was
estimated to be larger than Washington’s
holdings. Although William’s inherited wealth,
which he enhanced through good management
and successful business ventures could have
provided him a comfortable life, William chose
to enter the profession of law. He graduated
from what is now the University of
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On January 1, 1777 William was commissioned
Colonel of a Virginia regiment of the
Continental Line. He commanded the regiment
with skill and valor at Germantown and,
subsequently at the Battle of Monmouth, during
which his command was virtually destroyed.
Thereafter, he resigned his commission to
become a member of the Continental Board of
War in Philadelphia, a position he continued to
hold through 1781.
Upon returning to Dumfries, COL Grayson
resumed the practice of law and married Eleanor
Smallwood, a member of a prominent Maryland
family, with whom he had four sons and a
daughter. Between 1784 and in 1787, he served
as one Virginia’s four delegates to the
Continental Congress and, in 1788, he was
elected as a delegate to Virginia’s convention to
determine whether to ratify the Federal
Constitution. Along with other notable Virginia
patriots, such as Patrick Henry and George
Mason,
he
became
an
ardent
“antifederalist,”opposing ratification of the
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Constitutional Convention’s draft. In his view,
the document favored the mercantile interests of
the industrialized northern states at the expense
of the agricultural South, and vested too much
power in the hands of the national government.
Despite his views, when the Constitution was
ultimately ratified (with Virginia voting in
favor), he became one of Virginia’s first United
States senators, an office he held at his death in
1790.

of County Supervisors for an amendment to the
Comprehensive Plan.”
In forwarding this letter, the Director of Public
Works stated: “The County is aware of the
William Grayson Foundation efforts to Preserve
the property. On May 8 2007, the Prince
William Historical Commission passed a
resolution recommending the site for inclusion
in the comprehensive Plan as a designated
cultural resource.”

John DePue, Historian

Col Grayson’s Grave
Secure until 2013
Our historian, John DePue, recently wrote a
number of Prince William County officials,
including the Chariman of the Board of
Supervisors and the Chairman of the Historical
Commission. He expressed “the Chapter’s
concern about the possible disposition of
Colonel Grayson’s family homestead and
gravesite in eastern Prince William County.”
He also expressed “support for the efforts of the
William Grayson Foundation to preserve the
property and protect Col Grayson’s tomb.”
A response from the Director of Public Works
forwarded a copy of a letter from the Planning
Office on the subject “Property at 2338 West
Longview Drive and William Grayson Tomb.”
This letter stated in part “This property has been
zoned R-4, Suburban Residential since 1958 as
part of the Marumsco Hills subdivision. This
zoning allows ¼-acre lot development by right.
The property is currently designated SRL,
Suburban
Residential
Low,
in
the
Comprehensive Plan.
The R-4 zoning is
consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. We
will ask if the Historical Commission would add
this property to its list of DCR, Designated
Cultural Resources, and if the Commission
would recommend it be considered by the Board
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Currently, The Good Shepherd Housing
Foundation is “operating a homeless shelter on
the property. Under an agreement with the
Department
of
Housing
and
Urban
Development, the Good Shepherd Housing
Foundation is obligated to operate the shelter on
this property until 2013. Until that time no
development is expected to occur on the
property.”

Constitution of the Colonel
William Grayson Chapter
ARTICLE I
Name
The name of this Chapter shall be
“Colonel William Grayson Chapter, Virginia
Society, Sons of the American Revolution”.
ARTICLE II
Purpose and Objectives
This Chapter, is established as a local
chapter of the Virginia Society, Sons of the
American Revolution (hereinafter “VASSAR”).
Its purposes are patriotic, historical and
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educational, and are intended to perpetuate the
memory of the men who, by their services and
sacrifices during the American Revolution,
achieved the independence of the American
people. Its objectives include, but are not
limited to the following:
Uniting and promoting
among their descendants;
•

fellowship

Inspiring its members and the
community at large to a more profound
reverence for the principles of the
government founded by our forefathers;

this Chapter. Any person who for any reason
whatsoever is disqualified or otherwise ceases to
be a member of the National Society or the
VASSAR is no longer eligible for membership
in this Chapter.
2. Any gentleman who is eighteen years
or older can seek membership in this Chapter by
fulfilling the requirements for membership in
the National Society, Sons of the American
Revolution and the VASSAR in effect at the
time of his application.
ARTICLE IV

Encouraging historical research in relation
to the American Revolution;
Acquiring and preserving the records of
the individual services of the patriots of the
war, as well as documents, relics, and
landmarks;
Identifying and marking significant
Revolutionary War sites and the graves of
patriots by appropriate memorials;

Fees and Dues
The initiation fee shall be in an amount
sufficient to cover membership in the National
Society, the VASSAR and the Chapter. Annual
membership dues shall be in the amount
prescribed by the National Society, the
VASSAR and the Board of Managers of this
Chapter.
ARTICLE V
Officers, Elections and Committees

Celebrating the anniversaries of significant
events of the Revolutionary War and the
Revolutionary period;
Maintaining and fostering patriotism;

1. The Officers of this Chapter shall
consist of a President, a Vice President, a
Secretary, a Treasurer, a Chaplain, a Historian,
and a Registrar.

Educating our youth concerning the
sacrifices of our patriot forefathers in
securing our freedom and the principles
embedded
in
the
Declaration
of
Independence and the Constitution.

2.
The President, Vice President,
Secretary, Treasurer, Chaplain, Historian, and
Registrar shall be elected annually. They shall
take office at the first Chapter meeting after 1
January of the year following their election.

•

ARTICLE III
Membership
1. Any gentleman who is a member in
good standing of the National Society and of the
VASSAR shall be eligible for membership in
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3. Nominations for the foregoing
positions may be made by a nominating
committee appointed by the President, or by any
member in good standing, during the month of
October of each calendar year. The election of
officers from among those so nominated will
occur during November of each year. Any such
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election will be conducted by the chairman of
the nominating committee appointed under
paragraph five of this Article or by another
member of the nominating committee
designated by the President. No candidate for
office is eligible to conduct the election. A
plurality of those present and voting is
necessary for election.
4. As soon as practicable following
approval of the Chapter Constitution and
Bylaws by the prescribed number of members,
an election of officers will be conducted by a
person selected by a majority of the members in
attendance. The person conducting the election
will entertain nominations from the floor. The
candidates receiving the largest number of votes
of the members then present shall be declared
the winners. The officers so elected will hold
office for the remainder of the calendar year, as
well as the entirety of the subsequent calendar
year.
5. If, for any reason an officer is unable
to complete the service of his term, the
President will appoint, with the approval of a
majority of the Board of Managers, a member to
serve the remainder of the term.
6. Any officer may be removed from
office by a two-thirds vote of those members
present and voting at a meeting called by either
one quarter of the membership or two-thirds of
the Board of Managers.
7. When necessary for conducting
Chapter programs or business, the President is
authorized to establish committees appropriate
to such purposes and designate the chairmen of
such committees. The President will appoint a
nominating committee at a time sufficiently in
advance of the annual election to enable it to
publicize the election, present a slate of
nominees and accept nominations made by the
membership. Any committee so appointed shall
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continue until either dissolved by the President
or the expiration of the President’s term.
ARTICLE VI
Board of Managers
1. A Board of Managers shall consist
of: (1) the officers enumerated in Article V,
para. 1; (2) the chairman of any committee
appointed by the President; (3) the most recent
two past Presidents of the Chapter.
2. The Board of Managers shall be
responsible for conducting the routine business
of the chapter, including setting meeting dates,
and such other activities as may be specified in
the Bylaws.
3.

Four members of the Board of
Managers will constitute a quorum
for the transaction of any business.
ARTICLE VII
Meetings

1. The Chapter shall conduct regular
general meetings at such times as specified by
the President and the Board of Managers. The
Annual meeting of the VASSAR will constitute
the general meeting during the month in which
it occurs.
2. Special meetings may also be held at
the call of the President, the Board of Managers
or when requested in writing by two thirds of
the members. The purpose of such special
meeting will be to transact such business as is
specified by the call.
3. Six members will constitute a quorum
for the transaction of any business at any
general or special meeting.
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ARTICLE VIII
Ratification
Ratification of this Constitution shall be
effected by a two thirds vote of the members in
attendance at this Chapter’s organizational
meeting.
ARTICLE IX
Amendments
Amendments to this Constitution may be
offered by any member of the Chapter at any
regular general meeting, but shall not be acted
upon until the next regular general meeting. A
copy of every proposed amendment shall be
sent to every member, with a notice of the
meeting at which it is to be acted upon, at least
one week prior to said meeting. A vote of twothirds of the members present and voting shall
be necessary for adoption of any proposed
amendment.

BYLAWS OF THE COLONEL
WILLIAM GRAYSON
CHAPTER
SECTION 1
Membership
1. Membership in this Chapter shall be
governed by the procedures and requirements
specified for membership in the National and
State Societies of the sons of the American
Revolution. As set out in Section 7, the
Registrar will assist any applicant for
membership in the completion and submission
of the necessary documents.
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2. A member may be suspended or
expelled from this Chapter for sufficient cause
by a vote of two-thirds of the membership,
provided that at least one month’s written notice
shall be given him before any such vote shall be
taken. Any such notice will particularize the
reasons for the proposed suspension or
expulsion. The member may, if he wishes,
submit to the President a written response to the
allegations in any such notice which, if he so
desires, will be read to the membership in
attendance prior to any such vote. The member
can also make a statement concerning any such
allegations to the membership before any vote
concerning his suspension or expulsion is made.
Any member so suspended or expelled shall
have the right of appeal to the VASSAR which,
in any event, will be notified of the action taken
by the Chapter.
SECTION 2
Funds, Dues, and Disbursements
1. The Fiscal year shall begin on the first
day of January of each year. Notice of dues
payment shall be sent by the Treasurer to each
Chapter member during the preceding
November. Annual dues shall be payable by the
first day of January of the following year. The
portion of the annual dues allocated to the
maintenance of the Chapter will be placed in an
account (hereafter the “operating fund”) for the
purpose of defraying routine operating expenses
and any other such purpose as is authorized by
the Board of Managers or the membership.
2. The Board of Managers may also
establish a reserve fund. It shall consist of funds
and donations other than those resulting from
the payment of annual dues. The Chapter may
receive monies, stocks, securities etc. that are
designated by the donor for special purposes.
The Board of Managers may utilize this fund for
special projects not involving routine operating
expenses as it may, from time to time, deem
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appropriate to further the Chapter’s purposes
and objectives.

SECTION 4
The Vice President

3. If a member is in arrears in payment
of his annual dues on the last day of March, he
shall be dropped from the membership rolls. A
member who is dropped from the rolls for nonpayment of dues may be reinstated upon
payment of his current dues and any
reinstatement charges imposed by the VASSAR
and the National Society.
4. The Treasurer may withdraw from the
operating fund sufficient monies to defray
routine operating expenses of the Chapter. Such
expenses include, but are not limited to, postage
and office supplies, rental fees for the use of a
meeting place, and reimbursement to Chapter
officers and other members for expenses
incurred for travel in connection with their
official duties. Any such disbursement that
exceeds $250.00 will require the approval of the
President. Any disbursement from the Chapter
reserve fund requires the prior approval of a
majority the Board of Managers.

The Vice President shall preside at
meetings in the absence of the President and
perform such other duties as the President may
prescribe, including the chairmanship of or
membership in any committee that the President
may appoint. The Vice President will ascend to
the Presidency of the Chapter in the event of the
President’s incapacitation.

SECTION 5
The Secretary
The Secretary shall record and preserve
the minutes of all meetings and special activities
of the Chapter and the Local Board of
Managers.
He shall conduct the general
correspondence of the Chapter. He shall
perform such other duties and make such returns
as may be prescribed by the Constitution and
Bylaws of the VASSAR.

5. The Board of Managers shall prepare
annually a budget, and present it to the
membership at the January meeting for
approval.
SECTION 3
The President
The President, or in his absence, the
Vice President, or in his absence, another
elected officer designated by the Board of
Managers, shall preside at all meetings of the
Chapter and the Local Board of Managers. He
shall exercise the functions of a presiding
officer and shall be an ex-officio member of all
committees, except the Nominating Committee.
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SECTION 6
The Treasurer
1. The Treasurer shall collect all fees
and dues and shall have custody of all funds of
the Chapter. He shall deposit the same in a
federally insured bank or savings institution to
the credit of “Colonel William Grayson
Chapter, VASSAR” and shall withdraw them
the purposes of the Chapter as set out in these
Bylaws or as authorized by the President or the
Board of Managers. He shall keep a true
account of his receipts and disbursements, and
at each general meeting shall make a report
concerning the state of the treasury, shall submit
a final written report at the end of the year, and
submit his accounts for an annual audit by such
person or persons as are designated by the
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Board of Managers. He shall perform such
other duties and make such returns as may be
prescribed by the Constitution and Bylaws of
the VASSAR.
.
2. As set out in Section 2, Paragraph 1,
the Treasurer shall, during the month of
November of each year, notify each Chapter
member concerning the submission of dues. The
Treasures shall maintain a membership roster
reflecting paid and unpaid dues. He shall
promptly forward collected National Society
and VASSAR dues and fees to the respective
treasurers when such payments become due. He
shall maintain an inventory of Chapter property
to include its location and possession by
Chapter officers and other members.

SECTION 7
THE REGISTRAR
The Registrar shall maintain a copy of
all submitted applications and supplemental
applications for each member of the Chapter to
include any genealogical documentation not
forwarded to the VASSAR Registrar. He shall
assist all applicants in the proper completion of
their applications or supplemental applications
by providing consultation and advice. He shall
investigate the submitted proofs of eligibility of
all applicants for members and insure that all
applications
are
properly
completed,
documented, and signed and endorsed before
forwarding to the VASSAR Registrar. He shall
report, upon inquiry by the President or Board
of Managers, the status of all applications being
prepared or submitted. He shall perform such
other duties and make such returns as may be
prescribed by the Constitution and Bylaws of
the VASSAR.
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SECTION 8
The Chaplain
The Chaplain shall perform such duties as
ordinarily appertain to this office.
SECTION 9
The Historian
The Historian shall maintain the Chapter
archives. They shall include the Chapter
records, details records of all historical and
commemorative celebrations of the Chapter, and
other records as deemed appropriate. He shall
edit and prepare for publication such historical
addresses, essays, papers and other documents
of historical character that the Chapter may
desire or be required to publish. He shall
maintain a current scrapbook containing the
activities of the Chapter.
SECTION 10
Board of Managers
The Board of Managers shall have
general superintendence of the interests and
management of the Chapter. They shall perform
such duties as may be committed to them by the
President, and shall have the power to make
such rules, regulations and operating
procedures, not inconsistent with the
Constitution and Bylaws of the Chapter. They
will convene at the call of the President.
SECTION 11
Decease of Members
Upon the decease of a Chapter member,
and immediately upon notification, the
Secretary, through the most expedient means
available, will notify the President, the Board of
Managers and all members of the Chapter as
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well as the VASSAR of the date of death and
the time/place of funeral services. It is desired
that all members and officers attend any such
services.
The Chaplain will contact the
deceased member’s family to determine if a
SAR grave marker is desired, and, if so, inform
the President and Board of Managers of the
request. If a member SAR grave marker is
desired by the family, an appropriate ceremony
will be arranged and conducted by the Chapter.
SECTION 12
Ratification
Ratification of the foregoing Bylaws shall be
effected by a majority vote of the members in
attendance at the Chapter’s organizational
meeting.
SECTION 13
Amendments
Amendments to these bylaws may be
made at any meeting of the Chapter by a vote of
a majority of the members present, provided that
a notice of the meeting and a copy of the
proposed amendment shall be mailed to every
member at least one week prior to the meeting
at which the vote is to be had.

The Agenda From the Chartering
Meeting
Presiding Officer
President, VASSAR
Call to Order
President, VASSAR
Invocation
Posting of the Colors
Guard
Pledge of Allegiance
SAR Pledge
Chapter Institution Ceremony
Master of Ceremony
President, VASSAR
Marshal
President, VASSAR
Chapter President Remarks
Chapter President
Introduction of Guests
Chapter President

Joseph W. Dooley,
Richard Hendrix
VASSAR Color
Owen Jacobs
Richard Potter
Joseph W. Dooley,
James Bayne, Past
Thadeus L. Hartman,
Thadeus L. Hartman,

DINNER
Introduction of Speaker
Chapter President

Thadeus L. Hartman,

PROGRAM
Joseph W. Dooley, President, VASSAR
Title of Speech

SECTION 14
Parliamentary Authority
The current edition of Robert’s Rules of
Order, Newly Revised shall govern in all cases
where applicable, and where not inconsistent
with the governing documents of NSSAR and
VASSAR, the Chapter Constitution, these
bylaws or any special rules the Chapter may
adopt.
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Joseph W. Dooley,

Announcements &
Closing Remarks
Chapter President
Retiring of the Colors
Guard
SAR Recessional
Benediction
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Thadeus L. Hartman,
VASSAR Color
Christopher Bennett
Richard Hendrix
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Col. William Grayson Chapter
Charter Officers
President: Thad Hartman
Vice President: Bill Broadus
Secretary: Rob McKeever
Treasurer: Bill Collier
Registrar: John Epperly
Historian: John DePue
Chaplain: Rick Hendrix

Col. William Grayson Chapter
Charter Members*
Larry Ray Alexander
James Manuel Bayne
Christopher Arthur Bennett
Roger Harrison Boyce
W. A. (Bill) Broadus, Jr.
William Charles Collier
Gaston de Béarn XIV
John Fichter DePue
Michael John DePue
George Huntington Dimon, Jr.
David Allen Doliber
Joseph William Dooley
John Moyer Epperly
Thadeus Lee Hartman
Richard Earnest Hendrix
Thomas Owen Jacobs
Lewis Prichard Kasper, Jr.
Vincent E. Knapp
Jimmie Joe Logan
Myron Edwin Lyman, Sr.
Robert Glen McKeever II
Brad Allen Potter
Richard Bowen Potter
Mark Paul Siegel
Wallace Dean Smith, Sr.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
Of the United States of America
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United
States of America and to the Republic for which
it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible,
with liberty and justice for all.
The Pledge to the SAR
We descendants of the heroes of the American
Revolution who, by their sacrifices, established
the United States of America, reaffirm our faith
in the principles of liberty and our
Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge
ourselves to defend them against every foe.
SAR Recessional
Until we meet again, let us remember our
obligations to our forefathers who gave us our
Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and Independent
Supreme Court and a Nation of free men.

* Charter Membership will Close
December 31, 2007
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